PRODUCTION  AND  THE  IDEOLOGICAL   SUPERSTRUCTURE
the opposite opinions, based on their moral sense.
Possibly the latter will indignantly demand that the
existing conditions of production be changed : they
may start a propaganda to this end and create an in-
tellectual and political movement. Their moral indigna-
tion is perhaps to be traced back to obscure hereditary
influences, to certain impressions made on their fore-
fathers in a remote past. It may be so, but we have not
the slightest proof of it, and we are not entitled to draw
conclusions from uncertain suppositions and unauthenti-
cated beliefs, or if we do so, our conclusions will be void
of any scientific value.
Thus, socialistic or revolutionary ideas sprang up
in the heads of men belonging to the aristocracy or the
middle classes.
To this a Marxist might make the following objec-
tion : History, he would say, is an uninterrupted struggle
of classes, fought out in ideological forms. The reasons
and arguments which men allege in fighting it out, are
but the ideal forms in which this struggle appeals to their
consciousness. " New ideas will spring up in the heads
of that part of the population that is affected by a change
in the conditions of production : they are, so to speak,
an ideological precipitate of the conditions of produc-
tion." I Among the Roman proletarians dispossessed
of their native soil, or among the workmen defrauded
of the surplus value produced by the work of their hands,
discontent spreads and an effervescent state of mind,
and at the same time, in the heads of intelligent and
educated persons like the Gracchi in ancient Rome, or
Marx and Engels in our time, new ideas will germinate
and plans of reform. The effervescence in the heads
1 Cunow, op. cit vol. ii. p. 220,
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